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SUNDAY  THEATRES, 

“Sacred  Concerts,”  and  Beer-Gardens. 


All  good  citizens  must  have  noted  with  gratitude  the  recent  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  in  New  York.  The  Sunday  News- 
crying  nuisance  has  ceased,  and  Juvenile  Rowdyism  is  essentially  checked. 
The  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic,  as  to  its  ’public  violation  of  law,  has  been 
substantially  suppressed.  The  marked  advance  in  public  morals,  as  the 
direct  result  of  this  reform,  and  the  gratifying  decrease  in  drunkenness  and 
crime,  are  already  indicated  by  the  records  of  the  Police  Department,  and 
are  palpable  in  the  proceedings  of  our  Criminal  Courts. 

Suppression  of  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic— Results. 

In  a  document  on  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic,  published  a  year  ago,  the 
Sabbath  Committee  presented  the  statistics  of  the  Police  Commissioners, 
showing  an  average  increase  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  arrests  for  intoxication, 
disorder,  and  crime  on  the  Sundays  of  seventy-six  weeks,  over  the  arrests 
on  the  Tuesdays  of  the  same  period, — attributing  the  increase  to  the  unre¬ 
stricted  sale  of  liquors  on  the  Sabbath.  The  precise  facts  were  as  follows : 

ARRESTS  ON  SUNDAYS  AND  TUESDAYS, 

From  July  ’57  to  Doc.  ’58 — Seventy-six  weeks. 

DETXNK 

DETTNK.  AND  DISOBDEBLY.  MISCELLANEOUS.  TOTAL. 


Sundays .  2,453  2,580  4,680  9,713 

Tuesdays .  1,928  1,865  4,068  7,861 

Excess  on  Sundays .  525  715  612  1,852 


A  similar  collation  and  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  the  last  five 
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months  (July  to  December,  ’59),  embracing  the  period  since  the  Sunday 
Liquor-shops  were  generally  closed,  furnishes  the  cheering  evidence  of  a 
diminution  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  criminal  offences  on  Sunday  as 
contrasted  with  Tuesday.  The  summary  furnished  by  the  chief  clerk  of 
the  Police  Board  is  as  follows  : 

ARRESTS  ON  TUESDAYS  AND  SUNDAYS, 

For  five  months — twenty-two  weeks — from  July  3,  to  Dec.  1, 1859. 


Tuesdays  . 

Sundays  . 

INTOXICATION. 

.  2,161 
.  1,515 

DISORDERLY. 

897 

652 

ASSAULT 

AND  BATTERY. 

616 

352 

ALL 

OTHERS. 

1,311 

828 

TOTAL 

ARRESTS. 

4,976 

3,357 

Excess  on  Tuesdays 

.  .  646 

245 

264 

483 

1,619 

Important  Deductions  from  these  Statistics. 

It  appears  from  these  statistics  that  while  the  arrests  of  the  Police  in 
1858,  when  the  Liquor-shops  were  open,  were  an  average  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  more  on  Sundays  than  on  Tuesdays, — in  1859,  when  the  Liquor-shops 
were  ostensibly  closed,  the  arrests  were  within  a  fraction  of  fifty  per  cent, 
more  on  Tuesdays  than  on  Sundays ;  showing  a  gratifying  change  of  seventy  - 
five  per  cent,  in  favor  of  order  and  morals ,  as  the  result  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  Sunday  Liquor  Law  and  the  improved  Sabbath  sentiment.  Had  the  same 
ratio  of  arrests  continued  as  formerly,  during  the  live  months  for  which  we 
have  returns,  the  Sunday  arrests  would  have  been  6,220;  whereas  they 
were  in  fact  3,357 :  showing  a  diminution  of  2,863  cases  of  drunkenness 
and  crime,  on  one  day  of  the  week,  in  that  brief  period,  equal  to  an  average 
of  572  per  month,  or  6,864  per  annum. 

Another  result,  scarcely  less  cheering,  is  the  fact  that  the  ratio  of  arrests 
is  steadily  diminishing ,  on  both  Sundays  and  Tuesdays.  Thus,  there  were 
654  arrests  on  four  Sundays  in  July,  ’59 ;  on  the  Sundays  of  November 
there  were  but  451.  [The  two  previous  years  show,  in  both  cases,  a 
greater  number  in  November  than  in  July.]  And  the  arrests  for  the 
Tuesdays  of  July  and  August  were  1990,  against  1594  in  October  and 
November  ;  or  a  diminution  of  twenty  per  cent,  of  week-day  crime,  taking 
Tuesday  as  the  average  of  the  week,  as  the  result  of  Sabbath  sobriety. 
With  such  results  of  a  partial  execution  of  a  wholesome  law,  at  the  very 
outset,  what  may  not  be  reasonably  expected,  when  universal  respect  is 
secured  for  its  provisions  ? *  * 

*  •  1 

*  The  Scottish  Journal,  among  other  facts  illustrating  the  benefits  of  the  “  Eorbes 
McKenzie  Act”  against  Sunday  Liquor  selling,  states  that  the  “decrease  of  four  years 
in  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirits  is  actually  $25,050,560,  or  nearly  a  fifth  part  of 
the  whole  previous  consumption.  The  people  of  Scotland  have  scarcely  drank  more 
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These  statistics  vindicate,  and  more  than  vindicate,  the  propriety  of  the 
demand  made  by  good  citizens  and  by  the  respectable  press  for  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic ;  while  they  demonstrate  the  wis¬ 
dom  and  efficiency  of  our  police  authorities  in  this  behalf,  and  prompt  to 
increased  vigilance  and  fidelity  in  the  enforcement  of  beneficent  laws. 

But  they  still  leave  the  question  for  consideration  and  action  as  to  the 
source  of  the  remaining  drunkenness  and  disorder  on  the  Sabbath.  Should 
it  appear  that  the  protean  evil  continues  its  ravages  by  evasion  or  conceal¬ 
ment,  or  that  it  has  tak<m  refuge  in  a  still  more  seductive,  but  scarcely  less 
ruinous,  traffic — claiming  the  immunity  of  “national  custom”  and  even  of 
“  sacred”  affinities — then  consistency  of  principle  must  necessitate  measures 
for  its  more  thorough  eradication.  Justice  to  the  Liquor  Dealers  them¬ 
selves  requires  that  the  business  they  or  any  of  them  have  abandoned,  for 
whatever  reason,  shall  not  be  transacted  under  another  guise.  And  it  is 
surely  due  to  the  community  that  the  partial  protection  already  secured 
against  its  deadliest  foe,  with  issues  of  such  positive  benefit,  shall  not  be 
lost  by  the  adroit  tactics  of  the  panderers  to  appetite  and  vice. 

Sunday  Theatres ,  “  Sacred  Concerts ,”  and  Beer- Gardens  may  now  be  re¬ 
garded  as  the  most  undisguised  haunts  of  Sunday  dissipation  and  folly. 
Trusting  to  their  deceptive  announcements,  or  to  their  large  profits,  or  to 
the  numbers  visiting  them,  they  have  continued  their  invasion  of  the 
decencies  and  proprieties  of  the  Sabbath  without  intermission  during  the 
progress  of  the  effort  to  suppress  a  kindred  evil.  "We  propose  to  examine 
their  claims  to  exemption  from  the  operation  of  laws  obviously  as  much 
designed  to  protect  the  community  from  the  immoralities  of  these  establish¬ 
ments,  as  from  those  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic. 

Sunday  “  Sacred  Concerts,”  as  advertised. 

We  present  literal  translations  of  some  of  the  advertisements  in  a  single 
number  of  the  Sunday  edition  of  the  Daily  Staats-Zeitung ,  as  the  most  just 
and  impressive  method  of  bringing  the  evil  in  question  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  reader. 

New  York  Stadt  Theatre,  Nos.  37  and  39  Bowery. 

Directors,  0.  Hoym  and  E.  Hamann ;  Stage  Director,  A.  Meubert ;  Play 
Director,  Mr.  Knorr ;  Music  Director,  Mr.  Herwig. 

SACRED  CONCERT,  Sunday,  December  11,  1859. 

Musical — Declamatory — Dramatical  Evening  Entertainment. 

than  three-fourths  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  consumed  under  the  old  law.  Thus  not 
only  has  the  Sabbath  drinking  been  annulled ,  but  the  drinking  of  week  dags  has  also  been 
largely  diminished , '  ’ 
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Part  I. —  Overture  to  “Nebuchadnezzar.” 

[Play.] — “The  Changing  Multiplication  Table; 

or, 

The  Arithmetician  and  his  Daughters. 

[Names  of  principal  performers  given ;  four  women  and  eight  men.] 

Part  II. —  Waltz ,  Waves  and  Billows,  by  Strauss. 

[Play.] — “Two  Gentlemen  and  One  Dress  Coat; 

or, 

The  Assistant  in  Necessity. 

[Names  of  twelve  performers,  as  before.] 

Part  III. — Mode- Quadrille,  by  Strauss. 

[Play.] — “The  Helper  in  Trouble.” 

[Names  of  twelve  performers,  as  before.] 

Part  IV. — Potpourri ,  from  the  Opera  of  “Martha,”  by  Flotow. 

[Farce.] — “  Extemporaneous  Society 
Dramatic  performance,  with  Songs  by  Mdm.  and  Mr.  Meubert. 

Prices  as  usual. 

Sacred  Concert. 

With  Serious  and  Comical  Duetts,  and  Solos,  and  Band  Music,  in  Carl 

Kmuschka’s  Concert  Hall,  Avenue  A. 

Sacred  Concert,  in  Constanzer  Brewery,  565  and  567  Fourth  Street. 

Sunday,  December  11.  Great  and  Extraordinary  afternoon  and  even¬ 
ing  entertainments.  [Performers  named.] 

These  well-known  artists  will  try  their  utmost,  by  Comical  Duetts,  Solos 
and  Concerted  Music,  to  entertain  my  respectable  guests. 

Busom’s  Fortuna  Hall,  220  Second  Street. 

Sunday,  December  11.  Great  and  Extraordinary  entertainments  by  the 
family  Fahn,  in  the  afternoon,  3  o’clock.  Dramatic,  Humorous  Singing, 
Comical  Duetts,  Dances,  &c. 

In  the  evening,  at  7  o’clock, 

Vaudevilles,  Operettas  and  Farces ,  with  Songs. 

Grotesque  and  Modern  Ballet  Dancing. 

Entrance  Free. 


Harmony  Garden,  Essex  Street,  Nos.  139  to  145. 

I 

Sunday,  December  11.  Great  Sacred  Concert,  with  Double  Or¬ 
chestra.  Entrance  Six  Cents — good  for  a  glass  of  Lager  Beer . 
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Central  Hall  of  the  Social  Reformers,  28  Grand  Street. 

Sunday,  December  11.  Theatrical  Performances. 

Eustachi’s  Yolks  Theatre,  Fourth  Street. 

Sunday,  December  11.  Great  Sacred  Concert,  combined  with  Mu¬ 
sical,  Declamatory  Performances,  3  o’clock  P.  M. 

“The  Conversion  from  Temperance  Madness; 

or, 

Before  and  After  the  Election .” 

Schwank ,  Farce,  in  Two  Acts. 

“  The  Magistrate' s  Daughter ,”  Vaudeville,  in  Three  Acts. 

8  o’clock  P.  M.  “  The  People  Weeping  and  Laughing ,”  with  Songs,  in 
Five  Acts,  and  Ten  Tableaux.  By  F.  0.  Berg  and  D.  Kalisch ;  Music 
by  Conrad. 

Two  new  decorations  painted  by  Neckmawer: 

1.  The  Park  in  Berlin,  with  the  Long  Bridge,  and  the  Statue  of  the 
Elector. 

2.  Kroll’s  Establishment  in  Berlin,  with  Six  Thousand  Gas  Lights. 

Entrance  Ten  Cents.  _ 

Tulp’s  Thalian  Hall,  Avenue  A.  Sunday,  December  11. 

Mid-day.  “  The  Son  on  a  Journey .”  In  Four  Acts. 

At  7  o’clock  P.  M.  “  The  Bewitched  Prince  ; 
or,  The  Adventures  of  a  Shoemaker .” 

Imported  Vines  on  draught,  and  those  who  want  to  get  a  brick  in 
the  hat  [tipsy]  may  come.  _ 

Home  of  the  Singers.  Sunday,  December  11. 

Great  Dramatic  afternoon  and  evening  entertainments  by  the  Schiller 
Association. 

“The  Return  from  Russia,”  a  Comedy ,  in  Four  Acts. 

“The  Barber  of  Seville,”  a  Drollery ,  in  Five  Acts. 

[The  programme  of  a  new  establishment,  opened  Sunday ,  Dec.  25, 
shows  that  the  “  sacred  ”  feature  is  thought  no  longer  necessary.] 

Sunday,  Dec.  25  :  Great  Opening  of  a  New  Theatre, 

In  Germania  Hall,  by  Christophe  Carl,  No.  42  Av.  A. 

For  the  first  time  in  America  :  How  the  People  Howl  &  Roar — 
Picture  of  American  Customs ,  in  3  Acts. 

Characters:  Quisenow,  Alderman ;  Munnide,  Mayor  of  New  York; 
Schneppke,  a  Thief  or  Smart  Man  ;  Ferdinand,  a  Lover  ;  Pat.  Maloney, 
a  Jailer. 

Those  acquainted  with  German  Artists  will  identify  the  performers : 
discretion  forbids  our  naming  them. 

ggpp3  Drop  scene  painted  by  Roger  and  Scheierman;  Costumes  made  by 
Obermaher. 

Herewith  I  recommend  my  new  Theatre  to  the  public,  having  spared 
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no  expense  for  this  performance.  At  the  close,  the  Metropolitan  Hotel, 
which  is  the  scene  of  the  play,  will  be  shown  with  10,000  lamps ;  and  in 
the  background  will  be  seen  people,  high  and  low,  from  the  34  States  ofi 
Germany.  Entrance  Free. 

The  number  of  advertisements  of  the  above  character,  in  a  single  paper, 
is  usually  from  thirty  to  forty.  Many  similar  establishments  do  not  pub¬ 
lish  their  own  infamy.*  It  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  advertised  attrac¬ 
tions  are  Theatricals,  Bands  of  Music,  Songs,  Dances,  Lager  Beer,  &c. 
The  arrangements  for  gambling,  shooting,  raffling,  bowling,  and  other  con¬ 
veniences,  would  not  look  well  in  a  newspaper,  (the  Deputy  Superintendent 
of  Police  states  in  his  Report,  that  of  “the  580  houses  of  prostitution  and 
assignation,  170  are  lager  and  drinking  saloons  combined  with  prostitution”) 
but  are  familiarly  known  to  many  of  the  frequenters,  young  and  old,  of 
these  “Sacred  Concerts.”! 

Extent  and  Character  of  Sunday  Theatres. 

Several  of  these  establishments  will  contain  from  one  thousand  to  two 

*  One  such  establishment,  not  publicly  advertised,  contained  full  fifteen  hundred  guests  on  Sunday 
night,  December  11.  The  performances  lasted  till  a'ftcr  12  o’clock  P.  M.  Among  other  scenes,  two 
men  representing  devils  performed  a  characteristic  dance  after  11  o’clock.  The  whole  scene,  from  7 
to  12  o’clock,  was  described  by  an  eye-witness  as  “  devilish.” 

•f  A  highly  respectable  German  magazine  characterizes  the  Beer-Garden  system  and  its  influence  : 

“  The  great  majority  of  these  pot-house  keepers  choose  this  occupation  only  because  they  can  mako 
an  easy  and  jovial  living  with  the  least  labor,  under  the  appearance  of  an  orderly  and  allowable  pro¬ 
fession.  If  anything  is  a  disgrace  of  our  German  name,  our  numberless  German  beer-houses  are 
such.  The  evil  was  never  greater  than  now,  and  hardly  can  become  greater.  If  all  these  tap-houses 
can  subsist,  it  shows  what  a  tavern-visiting,  pleasure-seeking  nation  the  Germans  have  got  to  be. 
Their  keepers  deport  themselves  as  arrogantly  as  if  they  were  privileged  to  scorn  publicly  all  order, 
morals,  or  reverence  for  that  which  is  holy.  In  their  advertisements  in  our  German  newspapers, 
they  abuse  the  most  sacred  language  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  turn  it  into  mockery. 

“  We  are  not  surprised  when  men  who  have  been  brought  up  as  tavern-keepers  in  Germany  con¬ 
tinue  in  their  profession  here,  and  many  of  them  do  it  in  a  respectable  manner.  But  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  these  low  beer-houses  are  kept  by  persons  who  have  been  trained  altogether  for  other  pro¬ 
fessions.  We  know  men  in  this  country  who  have  formerly  been  German  ministers,  school-teachers, 
military  officers,  lawyers,  physicians,  merchants,  etc.,  who  have  chosen  to  keep  pot-houses,  because 
it  requires  but  little  knowledge  or  capital  to  retail  wine  and  beer — to  become  retailers  instead  of  con¬ 
sumers — and  because  it  is  the  easiest  method  thus  to  offer  enjoyment  to  others,  instead  of  earning 
their  daily  bread  in  a  regular  laborious  calling.  We  see  woekly  many  mechanics,  whoso  trade  begins 
to  become  inconvenient — such  as  tailors,  shoemakers,  etc. — establish  pot-houses  ;  calculating  on  the 
custom  of  their  nearest  countrymen  from  the  different  German  States,  and  it  seems  that  they  hardly 
ever  miscalculate. 

“  Among  the  most  respectable  Germans,  who  value  the  German  name,  and  who  are  not  uncon¬ 
cerned  whether  a  wholesome  moral  influence  or  a  vicious  one  be  exerted,  but  one  voice  prevails  in 
regard  to  this  sad  characteristic  of  their  countrymen  of  our  time.  And  how  could  we  look  on  with¬ 
out  sorrow  and  shame  ?  The  injury  done  to  morals  is  incalculable,  as  the  doings  of  our  public  courts 
bear  weekly  testimony.  But  we  know  what  kind  of  influence  they  exert  more  silently.  They  every¬ 
where  draw  fathers  away  from  their  families  ;  they  consume  vast  sums  of  money  earned  by  hard 
labor  which  should  be  employed  for  useful  purposes  ;  they  offer  temptation  to  gambling,  and  excite 
many  low  passions  by  their  continuously  frivolous  character  ;  and  they  become  the  source  of  destruc¬ 
tion  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  well-being  of  hundreds  of  families.  The  whole  business,  worse  than 
public  begging,  rests  as  a  curse  upon  the  Germans  ;  their  good  name  suffers  under  it ;  and  a  people 
who  3et  the  tavern-sign  highest  in  their  national  escutcheon,  forfeit  all  claim  to  respect.” 
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• 

thousand  people ;  some  of  the  largest,  when  crowded,  are  claimed  to  hold 
three  thousand.  They  are  comparatively  little  frequented  on  week-day 
evenings ;  but  most  of  them  are  thronged  to  their  utmost  capacity  on  Sun¬ 
day,  and  especially  on  Sunday  night.  Several  of  them  give  two,  three,  and 
even  four  performances  on  Sunday — at  10  o’clock  A.  M.;  3  o’clock  P.  M.; 
and  at  7  and  10  o’clock  at  night.  Few  of  them  close  their  doors  till  12 
o’clock  P.  M.,  or  later.  A  large  proportion  of  their  guests  are  youth  of 
both  sexes ;  but  there  have  been  seen  in  many  of  them  children  of  tender 
years,  drinking  their  lager  and  sharing  in  their  sports.  Probably,  it  would 
be  no  exaggeration  to  estimate  the  number  of  people  gathered  in  these 
places  on  a  single  Sunday  night  at  fifteen  thousand ;  and  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  different  persons  patronizing  them  during  some  part  of  the  Sabbath, 
at  thirty  thousand. 

The  character  of  the  Plays  on  these  boards  may  be  inferred  from  the 
titles.  “The  Devil  and  the  Miller,”  “The  Brigand  in  Florence,”  “The 
Robbers  of  Maria  Culm,”  “The  Dance  of  the  Dead,”  “Conversion  from 
Temperance  Madness,”  and  like  “attractions,”  form  the  staple  of  these 
Sunday  exhibitions.  Men  and  women  full  of  lager  are  not  over-fastidious 
as  to  the  quality  of  a  ten  cent  drama. 

Sunday  Lager  Trade. 

The  amount  of  drinking  would  be  incredible  but  for  sworn  testimony  from 
drinkers  that  they  had  consumed  as  many  as  a  hundred  glasses  in  a  day! 
The  sum  annually  expended  for  beer  on  Sunday  in  this  city  alone,  (and 
nearly  one  ..half  of  the  entire  expenditure  is  believed  to  be  on  Sunday,)  must 
be  reckoned  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars ;  mostly  the  hard  earnings 
of  apprentices,  journeymen,  servants,  and  other  working-men  and  women. 
"Well  may  the  proprietors  afford  the  enormous  rents  they  pay,  of  $3,000, 
$5,000,  and  even  $10,000  for  the  halls  they  occupy,  when  they  are  al¬ 
lowed  a  Sunday  monopoly  of  a  business  yielding  300  or  500  per  cent,  profit 
on  their  weekly  investment — with  no  real  value  and  hence  no  taxation ; 
ever  contributing  to  swell  the  taxes  of  legitimate  business  for  the  support 
of  pauperism  and  crime,  but  freed  from  the  burdens  thus  cast  on  honest 
trade. 

Nor  is  it  Lager  Beer  alone  that  flows  at  these  “  Sacred  Concerts.”  One 
bar  of  many  may  have  the  blind  for  the  Police  and  the  uninitiated,  “  No 
Liguor  sold  on  Sunday ;”  but  other  parts  of  the  premises  are  often  known 
to  furnish  Liquors  freely.  Few  are  bold  enough  to  advertise  “  a  brick 
in  the  hat ;”  but  many  supply  these  “  pigtails.”  Men  who  pervert  language 
by  calling  such  performances  “  Sacred  Concerts,”  do  not  scruple  to  pervert 
law,  and  to  sell  whatever  will  bring  profit  to  their  tills. 

It  is  not  necessary,  for  the  purposes  of  this  document,  to  discuss  the 


10 


SUNDAY  THEATRES,  ETC. 

question  whether  Lager  Beer  is  an  intoxicating  beverage.  A  11  saloon” 
that  should  advertise  a  quality  of  Lager  that  did  not  intoxicate,  would  be 
deserted.  Those  who  sell  it  know — often  by  experience — that  it  does 
produce  drunkenness ;  and  those  who  buy  and  drink  it  do  so  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  unnatural  exhilaration — pleasant  for  the  moment,  as  are  all  stimu¬ 
lants,  but  stupefying  and  enervating  when  the  reaction  comes.  It  is 
undoubtedly  less  maddening  in  its  effects  than  alcoholic  drinks  ;  but  every 
consumer  knows,  as  well  as  the  physician  and  chemist,  that  taken  in  con¬ 
siderable  quantities  and  habitually,  Lager  depraves  the  appetite  and  de¬ 
ranges  the  tone  of  the  system  as  certainly  as  Liquor.  Our  Police  records 
are  full  of  instances  of  crime  traceable  directly  to  the  intoxicating  influence 
of  this  drink ;  and  there  are  cases  enough  of  delirium  tremens  caused  by 
Lager  Beer  to  settle  the  question  beyond  all  cavil.  While,  as  the  bridge 
over  the  gulf  of  conscience  and  self-respect  to  whiskey-drunkenness,  it  is 
perhaps  more  mischievous  than  in  its  direct  effects.  The  fallacy  that  Lager 
Beer  diminishes  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  is  disposed  of  by  the  fact  of  the 
rapid  increase  of  dram  shops  since  its  introduction  into  this  country. 

It  is  enough,  however,  for  our  present  object  that  it  is  made  a  regular 
article  of  Sunday  Traffic — when  all  such  traffic  is  forbidden  by  the  laws 
and  customs  of  the  land.  Were  it  nectar ,  instead  of  being  as  it  often  is 
a  poisonous  decoction,  [the  Evening  Post  of  June  13,  ’58,  cited  the  Mer¬ 
chant’s  Magazine  as  its  authority  for  enumerating  “  thirty-eight  substances 
which  are  employed  to  give  potency,  flavor,  consistence,  and  other  desira¬ 
ble  qualities  to  this  delectable  form  of  grog ;  among  which  are  marble-dust, 
opium,  tobacco,  henbane,  oil  of  vitriol,  copperas,  alum,  strychnine,  and 
other  deadly  drugs,”]  its  public  sale  would  still  be  illegal  and  immoral  on 
the  Lord’s  day. 


Sunday  Trade  Illegal. 

The  policy  of  our  Sunday  Laws  is  and  always  has  been  opposed  to  all 
traffic  and  trade  on  Sunday ;  and  especially  to  those  branches  of  trade 
which  pander  to  the  grosser  appetites  and  passions  of  the  people.  If  the 
penalties  for  the  violation  of  these  laws  are  small,  they  have  sufficed  to 
secure  general  obedience  hitherto  among  American  citizens ;  if  they  are 
not  sufficient  to  restrain  others,  they  may  and  should  be  increased.  These 
laws  have  not  been  imposed  by  despotic  rulers  or  aristocratic  legislators  ; 
but  they  are  the  voluntary  restraint  which  society  has  placed  on  its  own 
selfishness  and  depravity,  and  equally  on  all  its  members.  While  securing 
for  all  a  season  of  weekly  repose  and  reflection,  society  has  sought  to  hedge 
itself  around  so  as  to  exclude  the  rapacity  of  capital  and  the  temptations  to 
vice,  either  of  which  would  destroy  its  rest-day.  But  this  object  can  only 
be  secured  by  universal  respect  for  law.  If  a  few  establishments,  or  a 
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privileged  traffic,  may  profit  by  the  general  suspension  of  business, — per¬ 
verting  the  very  restraints  by  which  morality  and  religion  hold  back  the 
masses  from  labor  into  a  source  of  pecuniary  advantage  to  themselves — it 
is  easy  to  see  that  injustice  is  done  to  the  mass  of  good  citizens  who  yield 
obedience  to  law.  Competition  may  drive  others  to  engage  in  Sunday  trad¬ 
ing,  until  the  Sabbath  itself  is  obliterated,  and  all  protection  of  the  rights  of 
the  laboring  classes  to  a  season  of  rest  and  devotion  shall  be  swept  away. 

On  what  ground  then  shall  the  traffic  in  Beer,  with  noisy  and  immoral 
accompaniments,  claim  a  practical  and  recognized  exemption  from  the 
operation  of  these  laws,  and  a  virtual  monopoly  of  Sunday  trade  ?  Must 
our  ships  lie  still  in  their  berths,  and  our  factories  cease  their  productions, 
and  our  tens  of  thousands  of  shops  for  the  sale  of  books,  clothing,  provisions, 
and  all  other  necessaries  of  civilized  life,  suspend  their  business  twenty-four 
hours  of  each  week;  and  the  shops,  cellars,  and  “  saloons,”  established  for 
traffic  in  Lager  Beer,  Segars,  and  Confectionery,  monopolize  the  trade  of 
fifty-two  days  in  the  year?  Was  it  “for  man,”  as  an  animal  and  a  beer- 
drinker,  that  “the  Sabbath  was  made?”  Was  it  in  the  interest  of  Brewers 
and  Lager-Beer  dealers  that  the  Laws  of  the  Republic  caused  the  wheels 
of  Commerce  to  cease  rolling,  and  all  branches  of  human  industry  to  sus¬ 
pend  their  activities,  one-seventh  part  of  each  week? 

“  Sacred  Concerts”  Unmasked. 

But  it  may  be  claimed  that  the  “  Sacred  Concerts,”  and  other  diversions 
of  the  Beer-Garden  and  Saloon,  sanctify  the  traffic,  meet  a  popular  want  of 
recreation,  and  present  a  claim  for  exemption  from  the  operation  of  whole¬ 
some  laws.  Why,  the  very  necessity  of  concealment  for  these  disgraceful 
exhibitions  under  a  “sacred”  name — “stealing  he  livery  of  heaven  to 
serve  the  devil  in” — is  a  concession  that  their  true  character  is  an  insult  to 
the  public,  and  an  outrage  upon  the  proprieties  of  the  day.  But  what 
must  be  the  standard  of  morality  that  can  rank  as  “  sacred”  the  vaudevilles, 
and  comic  operas,  and  libidinous  songs  and  dances,  publicly  announced, 
and  publicly  performed,  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  ?  And  what  must  be 
the  social  and  moral  condition  of  the  thousands,  or  tens  of  thousands, 
who  crowd  these  performances — substituting  the  excitements  of  drink 
and  play,  amidst  promiscuous  throngs,  in  a  fetid  atmosphere,  for  the  quiet 
joys  of  home,  or  the  ennobling  worship  of  the  house  of  God  ?  What  a 
process  is  this  of  self-discipline,  without  which  self-government  is  an  im¬ 
possibility,  and  the  institutions  presupposing  it  a  mockery  !  What  a  use 
is  this,  of  the  season  beneficently  set  apart  by  the  Creator  for  self-culture, 
for  His  own  worship,  and  for  preparation  for  heaven  !  Viewed  from  any 
other  stand-point  than  that  of  the  self-interest  of  the  proprietor,  and  the 
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self-indulgence  of  the  victim,  this  whole  system  of  “  Sacred  Concerts”  is  a 
stupendous  scheme  for  money-making  and  pleasure-seeking,  at  the  expense 
of  popular  morality,  in  defiance  of  American  public  sentiment,  and  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 

“  Sacred”  Literature. 

We  feel  constrained  here  to  utter  a  protest  against  the  corruption  of  lan¬ 
guage  and  perversion  of  truth  which  has  grown  up  with  Sabbath-breaking 
and  an  anti-Sabbath  literature.  The  actual  scenes  occurring  in  these  fre¬ 
quented  temples  of  folly  are  a  sufficient  outrage  on  the  rights  and  feelings 
of  the  decent  community,  without  attempting  to  gild  iniquity  or  to  blind 
the  public  to  their  real  nature  by  a  misnomer  as  false  as  to  inscribe  over  a 
house  of  infamy,  “  The  School  of  Virtue ,”  or  to  invite  custom  for  a  dram¬ 
shop  as  “  The  Nursery  of  Temperance.”  The  fashion  of  employing  language 
to  express  the  exact  opposite  of  its  just  signification ,  has  extended  to  jour¬ 
nals  whose  interests  conflict  with  the  moral  law.  Their  vulgar  libels  against 
the  friends  of  a  quiet  Sabbath  are  indited  in  the  name  of  “  civil  and  relig¬ 
ious  liberty  !” — when  their  authors  deserve  to  be  indicted  for  outraging  com¬ 
mon  morality.  A  lawless  traffic,  demonstrably  responsible  for  nine-tenths 
of  the  pauperism  and  crime  with  which  our  city  is  cursed,  is  defended  in 
the  name  of  “  religious  freedom !”  A  calm,  principled,  forbearing  opposition 
to  illegal  and  demoralizing  courses  is  styled  “Phariseeism,”  “Puritan¬ 
ism,”  “  Fanaticism the  respectable  citizens  sharing  in  the  movement  are 
“Mawworms”  and  “Aminidab  Sleeks,”  and  “the  practice  of  Sabbatarians ” 
is  said  to  be  “to  give  six  days  to  the  devil,  to  lying,  and  slandering,  and 
cheating,  and  to  nine-tenths  of  the  vices  and  crimes  prohibited  by  the  Deca¬ 
logue:”  while  Sunday  Liquor  and  Lager  Dealers  are  the  “  good  men  to  J 
unite  against  despotism  and  fanaticism,”  when  ubad  men ,  the  Sunday-Sab- 
batarians,  combine  ! !  ”  Why,  we  have  reached  a  point  in  the  perversion 
of  terms  to  indicate  vice  and  virtue  far  in  advance  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
only  call  high- way  robbery  unovedad ,” — a  novelty ;  here  it  would  be  termed 
an  “obligation  conferred  on  the  weary  traveller !”  A  little  more,  and  a 
parricide  would  be  feted  as  a  “young  gentleman  who  had  suddenly  in¬ 
herited  an  estate.”  Shame  on  the  false  system  that  begins  by  appropriat¬ 
ing  the  Lord’s  Day  to  nameless  and  shameless  abominations,  and  then  screens 
the  wrong  by  perverting  language,  and  by  indiscriminate  libels  on  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  men  who  cherish  a  reverence  for  the  Bible,  and  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  Great  Author  of  both ! 

The  New  York  System  in  Western  Cities. 

But  this  system  of  Sunday  Theatres,  “Sacred  Concerts,”  and  Beer-Gar¬ 
dens,  so  prevalent  and  profitable  here,  has  been  extended  from  the  metrop- 
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olis  to  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  West,  to  the  dread  and  disgust  of  good 
citizens.  So  demoralizing  have  been  its  fruits,  that  in  St.  Louis  the  people 
have  taken  measures  for  self-protection,  and,  by  a  majority  of  more  than 
two  thousand  in  a  popular  election,  have  stamped  this,  and  the  kindred  traf- 
*fic  in  Sunday  rum,  with  their  reprobation.  A  stringent  law  for  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  these  evils  has  been  presented  to  the  Missouri  Legislature,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  entire  delegation  from  St.  Louis,  with  a  single  exception  ; 
and  the  motion  for  its  rejection  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  ninety-four  to 
seven.*  The  representative  who  reported  the  bill,  [Mr.  Drake,  of  St.  Louis,] 
made  an  impressive  exposition  of  its  provisions,  and  the  necessity  for  them 
as  a  “remedy  imperatively  demanded  for  a  great  and  alarming  evil.”  Mr. 
Pilkinton,  also  a  member  from  St.  Louis,  said  “  he  had  visited  twenty-seven 
Sunday  Theatres ;  in  one,  where  he  had  paid  ten  cents  for  admission,  he 
had  heard  the  most  obscene  songs  he  had  ever  listened  to  or  heard  of  in 
his  life.  Prom  close  observation  during  his  Sunday  visits  to  the  leading 
saloons,  he  could  fully  bear  out  all  that  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  that  city,  not  only  as  regards  the  “cup-bearers,”  but  other  infamies 
which  had  come  under  his  observation.”  [The  allusions  are  to  Mr.  Drake’s 
statement  that  in  some  of  these  places  there  is  “the  attendance  of  courte¬ 
sans  serving  out  lager  beer  to  customers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  making 
their  assignations  with  such  as  may  be  inclined  thereto.”] 

The  state  of  things  is  substantially  the  same  in  Detroit,  Toledo,  Chicago, 
Cincinnati,  and  elsewhere,  as  in  St.  Louis,  only  that  the  measures  for  re¬ 
sisting  the  tide  of  evil  are  less  energetic,  as  yet.  May  it  not  be  hoped  that 
as  evil  example  in  New  York  has  tended  to  corrupt  other  cities,  so  the 
suppression  of  evil  here  may  stimulate  the  friends  of  good  morals  to  sue 
cessful  effort  in  other  great  communities. 

Are  Sunday  Lager-Theatricals  a  National  Custom? 

The  most  plausible  plea  in  behalf  of  the  vicious  system  under  consideration 
is,  that  it  is  a  “national  custom,”  and  is  therefore'  entitled  to  a  liberal  con¬ 
struction  of  our  laws,  and  a  large  toleration  of  our  authorities  and  people. 
The  obvious  answer  is,  that  national  vices  have  no  claim  to  be  regarded  as 
“national  customs,”  and  if  they  had,  that  it  would  not  warrant  their  impor¬ 
tation  from  despotic  kingdoms  and  their  domestication  in  a  Christian  republic. 

Whatever  latitude  may  be  allowed  under  the  despotisms  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  to  popular  amusements  on  the  Sabbath — according  to  Hallam ,  avow¬ 
edly  “  to  keep  the  people  from  speculating  on  religious  and  political  matters, 
and  because  it  renders  them  more  cheerful  and  less  sensible  to  the  evils  of 
their  condition” — they  are  restrained  by  a  vigilant  and  powerful  police, 


*  The  Bill  has  passed  the  Legislature  by  a  decided  majority,  since  this  document  was  in  type. 
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backed  by  vast  standing  armies,  from  such  indecencies  and  excesses  as  dis¬ 
grace  the  boards  of  our  Sunday  Theatres  and  Beer-Gardens.  The  “  hells” 
of  Homburg  and  Baden-Baden,  are  gentlemanly  and  civilized  resorts  com¬ 
pared  with  the  orgies  of  Jones’  Woods  and  the  Volks’  Theatre.  In  many 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  especially  in  the  agricultural  districts, 
the  whole  system  is  unknown.  It  is  in  the  corrupt  capitals  and  larger 
cities  alone  that  it  is  tolerated ;  and  even  there,  it  is  only  tolerated — the 
protest  of  the  more  moral  and  considerate  classes,  whether  Protestant  or 
Catholic,  having  been  repeatedly  and  earnestly  uttered.  It  is  not,  then, 
in  any  proper  sense,  “  a  national  custom”  that  appeals  to  American  citizens 
for  their  forbearance,  but  rather  a  foreign  vice,  or  a  complication  of  vices, 
seeking  to  be  naturalized  on  our  soil. 

Are  “National  Customs”  entitled  to  Naturalization? 

But  if  it  were  a  national  custom,  it  would  not  follow  that  it  might  claim 
a  home  among  us.  Bull-baiting  and  cock-fighting  are  national  customs  of 
Spain  —  recognized  by  her  laws  and  patronized  by  her  court,  nobility, 
and  people.  Shall  they,  hence,  be  foisted  on  this  land  ?  The  sports  of  the 
ring  are  common  in  England :  our  laws  reprobate  and  punish  them.  The 
Carnival  is  an  Italian  custom :  would  it  be  tolerated  here?  Polygamy  is  a 
Turkish  custom :  the  laws  of  every  American  State  make  it  a  crime.  There 
are  specialties  of  this  nature  more  or  less  intimately  connected  with  the 
national  life  of  the  several  races  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth.  Will  any 
one  claim  that  the  right  of  immigration  involves  that  of  importation  of  the 
very  vices  which  have  been  the  cause  of  popular  degeneracy  and  despotic 
rule  abroad — nay,  which  have  compelled  impoverished  and  oppressed  mil¬ 
lions  to  seek  a  land  where  a  sterner  morality  has  rendered  a  free  govern¬ 
ment  possible  ?  Or,  does  not  the  voluntary  election  of  our  institutions,  civil 
and  religious,  imply  acquiescence  in  whatever  restraints  we  have  found 
necessary  as  the  conditions  of  a  government  of  law,  and  the  abandonment 
of  such  “customs”  as  are  offensive  to  a  civilized  and  Christian  people?  Is 
not  the  full  tale  of  liberty  meted  out  to  ourselves — the  utmost  that  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  safe  working  of  free  institutions — enough  for  those  who 
never  enjoyed  any  considerable  measure  of  civil  or  religious  liberty  till 
they  landed  here  ?  Emigrants  from  all  lands  are  welcomed,  with  but  the 
slightest  probation,  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
magnificent  patrimony  secured  to  us  by  the  virtue  and  heroism  of  our 
fathers.  They  can  acquire  property,  go  to  the  ballot-box  at  every  election, 
attain  any  office  for  which  they  aspire  and  are  deemed  worthy,  and  exert 
all  their  influence  in  the  control  of  public  affairs.  They  may  worship  as 
they  please,  where  they  please,  or  not  at  all,  if  so  inclined.  There  is  not 
a  burden  of  a  hair  laid  on  foreign  shoulders  beyond  that  on  the  shoulders 
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of  every  American.  What  more  can  be  asked  ?  More  has  been  asked — 
and  taken .  The  whole  system  of  Sunday  follies,  of  which  we  complain,  is 
of  a  sort  that  Americans  never  allowed  to  themselves :  they  cannot  grant  it 
to  others  without  sacrificing  vital  principles,  and  paving  the  way  for  a  wise 
government  of  law  to  succumb  to  a  cosmopolitan  mob. 

How  are  our  “national  customs”  dealt  with  in  the  old  world?  The 
Ballot,  Freedom  of  the  Press,  travelling  without  Passports,  &c.,  are  com¬ 
mon  here.  Why  should  not  the  American  abroad  insist  on  voting  when 
he  pleases,  publishing  what  he  pleases,  and  going  where  he  pleases  ?  Com¬ 
mon  sense  answers :  simply  because  he  has  voluntarily  placed  himself  under 
governments,  institutions,  and  customs  different  from  those  of  his  native 
land ;  and,  unless  he  is  prepared  for  revolution  or  outlawry,  he  acquiesces 
in  the  laws  and  usages  he  finds  in  vogue,  until  he  can  persuade  the  people 
or  governments  where  he  dwells,  that  his  notions  are  best ;  or  until  he  can 
decently  take  himself  out  of  the  way. 

Sabbath  Customs  in  the  United  States. 

The  relation  of  this  discussion  to  the  topic  in  hand  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  one  custom  more  fixed  and  distinctive  among  us  as  a 
nation  than  the  almost  universal  regard  for  the  Christian  Sabbath.*  Pain¬ 
ful  as  are  the  exceptions,  the  rule  throughout  the  United  States  is,  to  devote 
one  day  in  seven  to  purposes  of  rest  and  devotion.  The  most  industrious 
people  in  the  world — perhaps  the  most  avaricious — by  common  consent, 
suspend  their  worldly  toil,  and  millions  of  them  resort  to  the  temples  of 
religion,  and  their  children  to  the  Sunday-school.  At  least  nine-tenths  of 
the  American-born  population,  and  probably  a  large  majority  of  the  foreign- 
born,  esteem  the  Sabbath  too  sacred  to  be  spent  as  a  frivolous  holiday.  It 
has  been  so  from  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  the  existence  of  our 
confederacy.  The  laws  of  every  State  in  the  Union — with  a  single  excep¬ 
tion — recognize  this  national  sentiment,  and  embody  it  in  Acts  prohibitory 
of  needless  labor  and  of  vicious  public  amusements.  With  trifling  excep- 
tions,  the  Christian  churches,  of  every  name,  regard  the  Sabbath  as  a  day 
to  be  kept  holy  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  be  employed  in  acts  of  religious 
worship  and  charity :  so  that  millions  of  our  citizens  are  grieved,  and 
justly  grieved,  as  they  think,  by  a  systematic  perversion  of  the  day  into  a 
mere  carnival  of  sensuous  pleasure. 

Now,  the  question  is  not  whether  these  convictions  are  well  or  ill 
founded — that  can  be  discussed  at  another  time  :  nor  whether  the  Sabbath 

The  venerable  French  scholar,  Duponceau ,  said,  “  That  of  all  we  claimed  as  char¬ 
acteristic,  our  observance  of  the  Sabbath  is  the  only  one  truly  national  and  American  ; 
and  for  this  cause,  if  for  no  other,  he  trusted  it  would  never  lose  its  hold  on  our  affec¬ 
tions  and  our  patriotism.” 
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is  or  is  not  a  divine  institution  ;  nor  whether  American  views  of  the  Sab* 
bath  are  more  or  less  just  than  Continental  notions : — but,  whether  the  Sab- 
bath ,  thus  entrenched  in  the  affections ,  usages ,  and  laws  of  the  American 
people ,  shall  not  be  respected  by  our  foreign  emigrant  population ,  and  their 
Sunday  customs,  of  whatever  sort,  conflicting  with  its  quiet  and  trampling 
upon  its  sacredness,  be  forborne  ; — at  least  until  public  sentiment  shall  be 
so  revolutionized  as  to  accept  the  holiday  of  Despotism  in  place  of  our 
holy-day  of  Freedom,  and  until  the  laws  expressing  the  immemorial  and 
existing  views  of  this  country  shall  be  modified  to  suit  European  laxity,  or 
repealed  altogether — for  the  benefit  of  Lager  Dealers  and  Sunday  Theatres. 

Sunday  Theatricals  an  Invasion. 

It  surely  needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  the  system  of  Sunday  Thea¬ 
tres  and  Beer-Gardens  is  as  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  Ameri¬ 
can  Sabbath  as  it  is  with  any  code  of  morals  higher  than  that  of  Atheism. 
Even  the  lowest  view,  that  simply  accepts  the  weekly  leisure  and  rest  from 
toil,  must  repudiate  the  congregation  of  thousands  in  over-crowded  and  ill- 
ventilated  halls,  with  all  the  excitement  of  drink,  and  dance,  and  play,  and 
the  varied  temptations  to  vice  held  out  to  young  and  old  in  these  haunts 
of  noisy  mirth.  It  is  not  rest:  it  is  dissipation  and  rioting  that  comes  from 
such  scenes.  But  the  broader  view  of  the  social,  intellectual,  and  spiritual 
nature,  and  of  the  culture  necessary  to  the  right  discharge  of  domestic, 
civil,  and  religious  duties,  and  taking  into  the  account  the  destinies  of  an 
immortal  being — all  of  which  to  the  laboring  man  stand  associated  with 
the  proper  use  of  Sabbath  hours — makes  this  system  of  Sunday  revelry 
and  folly  a  crime  against  himself,  his  family,  his  neighbor,  and  his  Maker. 
No  man  has  a  right  to  embrute  himself,  and  expose  society  to  the  depreda¬ 
tion  of  ungoverned  passions,  stimulated  by  a  resort  to  the  Theatre  and  the 
Beer-Garden,  on  the  day  made  to  hush  human  passion  and  sin,  and  to  school 
the  soul  for  citizenship  here  and  on  High.  And  no  set  of  men  may  inno¬ 
cently  indulge  their  own  selfishness  at  the  expense  of  the  money  and  morals 
of  their  neighbors,  by  placing  snares  and  pit-falls  along  their  pathway,  and 
exulting  over  their  destruction  with  songs  and  dances,  and  “  sacred  con¬ 
certs.” 

Our  Native  Stock  of  Virtue  not  Inexhaustible. 

We  have  spoken  thus  far  chiefly  of  the  influence  of  a  Lager-beer  Sunday 
on  our  foreign  population :  what  is  it,  and  what  is  it  likely  to  be,  if  natural¬ 
ized,  on  our  children,  clerks,  servants,  and  the  classes  exposed  to  its  seduc¬ 
tions  ?  It  may  be  that  the  boast  of  a  speaker  at  the  Turner’s  Festival  at 
Cincinnati  is  well-founded:  “We  Germans  may  drink  as  much  as  we 
please ;  the  capital  stock  of  our  intelligence  and  character  is  so  great,  that 
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even,  with  oiir  good-will,  we  cannot  exhaust  it!”  "We  Americans  are  not 
thus  gifted.  Our  “capital  stock  of  intelligence  and  character”  has  accu¬ 
mulated  by  generations  of  pains-taking — -with  all  the  appliances  of  schools, 
and  churches,  and  domestic  training,  and  self-discipline,  and  the  varied  ele¬ 
ments  of  a  Christian  civilization ;  and  our  institutions  are  the  outgrowth 
and  expression  of  the  organic  life  of  a  people  thus  tutored.  Considerable 
as  we  believe  this  “capital”  to  be,  it  is  far  from  being  “inexhaustible.” 
If  it  shall  have  a  weekly  outward  current,  as  Sunday  beer  flows  in,  half  a 
generation  will  see  the  last  of  it.  If  our  inspiration  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the  beer-barrel  instead  of  the  Bible,  and  our  Sabbath  is  to  be  “  sacred  ”  to 
Gambrinus  and  not  to  God,  then  even  the  superadded  “  capital  of  intelli¬ 
gence  and  character  ”  of  Lager — beer-dom  will  not  enable  Americans  to  save 
the  institutions  bequeathed  to  them.  It  cannot  be  denied,  and  need  not 
be  concealed,  that  there  is  much  in  human  nature  to  respond  to  the  seduc¬ 
tions  of  the  Sunday  theatre  and  “  sacred  concert.”  There  is  a  vast  juve¬ 
nile  population,  uninstructed  still  in  morals  and  religion,  ready  for  any  cheap 
Sunday  sport.  And  there  may  be  thousands  of  the  sons  of  respectable  and 
even  pious  parents  to  whom  the  restraints  of  the  Sabbath  are  irksome,  and 
whose  consciences  are  quieted  by  the  blind  of  “  sacred  ”  performances. 
These  and  other  classes  may  be  willing  to  accept  a  foreign  custom,  ignor¬ 
ing  its  antecedents  and  its  consequences ;  as  the  foreign  panderer  accepts 
our  liberty,  ignoring  .its  conditions.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  vast  pro¬ 
cess  of  demoralization  is  thus  going  on  among  our  native  population  through 
these  imported  vices.  Self-respect  and  self-protection  demand  that  this  pro¬ 
cess  should  be  stayed,  while  some  part  of  our  “  capital  of  intelligence  and 
character  ”  abides. 

Influence  of  the  Holiday  Sunday  System  on  Mexico. 

"While  there  is  a  conceded  necessity  for  occasional  recreation  and 
popular  diversion, — of  which  the  evenings  of  the  week  furnish  a  some¬ 
what  liberal  supply,  to  say  nothing  of  our  recognized  holidays, — the  effects 
of  an  undue  devotion  to  vulgar  amusements,  and  of  the  habitual  violation 
of  the  Sabbath  for  this  purpose  on  the  character  and  destiny  of  a  nation, 
are  impressively  illustrated  in  the  unfortunate  career  of  our  neighboring 
Republic.  The  intelligent  regular  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Times , 
when  portraying  the  causes  of  the  decline  of  Mexico ,  wrote  last  summer  as 
follows : 

[After  describing  the  dissolute  character  of  Sundays  and  the  scores  of 
fast  and  feast  days  of  Ecclesiastical  or  Governmental  appointment — on 
which  “  all  manner  of  amusements  are  attended  by  all  classes  of  people  of 
both  sexes,”  the  writer  proceeds :] 

“The  tax  laid  upon  the  time  and  energies  of  the  nation  by  these  feasts 
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amounts  to  about  one-third  of  the  best  force  of  the  country,  which  under  better 
rules  would  be  devoted  to  the  accumulation  of  private  wealth  and  increasing 
the  public  revenues.  Besides  the  apparent  loss  occasioned  by  the  great  number 
of  Mexican  feast  days,  there  is  a  loss  to  the  nation  of  still  graver  importance, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  demoralization  of  the  people.  It  is  a  notorious  fact 
that  on  Sundays  and  the  other  feast  days  the  consumption  of  spirituous  liquors  is 
from  forty  to  fifty  times  greater  than  on  laboring  days.  The  consequence  of  this 
extra  consumption  of  spirituous  liquors  is  to  be  found  in  the  squalid  misery  and 
prostitution  of  the  lower  classes.  Some  reason  that  those  things  would  be  under 
all  circumstances.  To  let  such  people  keep  their  false  promises,  we  have  still 
more  forcible  examples  of  the  evil  effects  of  feast  days,  in  the  extra  number  of 
assassinations  and  imprisonments  for  drunkenness  and  murder  on  those  days. 
Sundays  and  other  feast  days  produce  on  an  average  from  five  to  seven  murders 
each  !  How  many  imprisonments  it  is  difficult  to  say.  But  I  am  very  safe  in 
asserting  that  each  feast  day  in  the  Mexican  calendar  will  show  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  killed  and  prisoners — in  the  city  of  Mexico  alone — than  the  average  run 
of  pronunciamentos  and  battles  of  the  country  ! 

*  *  *  “  Taken  all  together,  the  feasts  of  Mexico  are  a  great  and  destroying 
curse  to  the  country.  They  feed  the  vilest  passions  of  a  weak  people,  and  do 
no  good  to  society  or  individuals.  The  religious  feasts  give  occasion  for  more 
debauchery  than  they  do  for  religious  worship ;  and  all  tlie  other  feasts  are  bad, 
without  having  a  single  redeeming  quality.  Until  they  are  stopped ,  one  and  all , 
excepting  the  Sabbath ,  Mexico  ivill  be  just  what  she  is — a  weak ,  demoralized ,  and 
decaying  nation .” 

Is  not  Mexico  nominally  a  Republic  ?  Why  the  failure  of  her  institu¬ 
tions,  and  the  stability  of  ours  ?  Our  citizens  have  been  trained  to  habits 
of  industry,  morality,  and  religion,  under  the  influence  of  the  Bible  and 
the  Sabbath:  hers  have  given  themselves  up  to  self-indulgence — “the 
vilest  passions  of  a  weak  people”  have  been  “  fed  ”  by  holiday  pastimes 
and  vicious  pleasures  “  without  a  redeeming  quality  ” — and  she  is  hence 
“  a  weak,  demoralized,  and  decaying  nation.”  So  shall  we  be,  if  we  let 
go  our  anchorage  of  the  Word  and  Day  of  God,  and  accept  in  their  stead 
the  childish  vanities  and  the  profane  mockeries  of  a  godless  holiday 
regime. 

Are  Sunday  Laws  Constitutional? 

But  is  there  power  to  restrain  the  class  of  offences  against  good  morals 
and  the  public  peace  under  consideration  ?  If  there  be  not,  then  society 
is  defenceless  against  a  foe  as  insidious  as  terrible.  If  certain  American 
and  German  Journals  are  to  be  credited,  the  extremes  of  folly  and  wicked¬ 
ness  may  claim  immunity  under  “  constitutional  ”  guarantees  !  “  The  Con¬ 

stitution  of  the  State  of  New  York,”  says  one  of  these  Daily  apologists 
for  Sunday  rowdyism,  “prohibits  any  preference  to  be  given  by  law  to 
the  opinions  of  one  religious  sect  over  another.  All  Sabbath  laws  are 
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therefore  in  opposition  to  the  State  constitution.  *  *  The  time  has  gone  by 
when  people  can  be  compelled  to  follow  the  religious  observance  of  any  sect  by 
egislative  enactments ,  and  when  men  can  be  made  pious  by  the  lav:  of  the 

land.” 

What !  cover  a  system  of  unmixed  iniquity  by  claiming  for  it  a 
11  sacred”  character,  and  then  demand  protection  for  it  on  the  score  that 
“  the  constitution  prohibits  any  preference  to  be  given  by  law  to  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  one  religious  sect  over  another  !”  There  is  a  heaven-wide  difference 
between  “religious  liberty  ”  and  irreligious  license:  between  “freedom  of 
conscience  ”  and  freedom  of  passion.  The  one  is  secured  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion  ;  the  other  it  is  the  design  of  constitutions  and  laws,  human  and 
divine,  to  hem  in  and  hedge  about.  Why,  the  very  article  of  the  consti¬ 
tution  thus  shamelessly  wrested  from  its  object,  rebukes  the  insult  to  com¬ 
mon  sense  and  to  religious  freedom,  when  it  farther  provides  that  “the 
liberty  of  conscience  hereby  secured  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse 
acts  of  licentiousness ,  or  justify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety 
of  the  State.” 

“All  Sabbath  Laws  are  therefore  in  opposition  to  the  State  constitu¬ 
tion?”  Wherefore?  What  part  of  the  constitution ?  What  “sect”  is 
established  or  preferred  by  laws  prohibiting  Sunday  rumselling  and  subter¬ 
ranean  theatricals?  Irreligious  and  immoral  practices  are  not  “religious 
opinions.”  The  only  constitutional  shelter  for  the  newly-discovered  “sect” 
must  be  the  clause  above  quoted — which  its  organs  have  never  yet  seen  fit 
to  publish. 

“  The  time  has  gone  by  when  people  can  be  compelled  to  follow  the  re¬ 
ligious  observance  of  any  sect,  and  when  men  can  be  made  pious  by  the 
law  of  the  land :”  for  its  only  existence  in  this  country  is  in  the  imagina¬ 
tion  that  cannot  discriminate  between  a  place  of  Christian  worship  and  a 
Sunday  Dram-shop,  nor  between  a  free  conscience,  and  free  rum.  If  men 
cannot  be  “  made  pious  by  law,”  it  does  not  follow  that  they  may  be  made 
impious  against  law. 

But  a  German  daily  paper  in  this  city  goes  still  farther,  and  declares : 
“  In  religious  matters  there  shall  be  anarchy  throughout  the  Union  ;  thus 
the  constitution  decrees.  [Where  ?]  We  would  protest  against  all  Sunday 
Laws  which  the  people  might  impose  upon  themselves  by  their  own  majority. 
We  do  not  submit ,  in  the  Sunday  question,  to  the  decision  of  the  population ,” 
etc.  It  will  be  seen  subsequently,  that  German  sentiment  is  misrepresent¬ 
ed  by  this  Journal:  but  it  may  be  supposed  to  indicate  the  tone  of  feeling 
of  the  Lager-beer  interest.  Coupled  with  the  counsel  of  the  editor  of  an¬ 
other  journal  in  this  city,  at  the  Yolks  Garden  meeting,  to  resist  the  authori¬ 
ties  who  should  attempt  to  interfere  with  Sunday  theatricals,  etc.,  “  by  force,” 
it  presents  the  question  whether  American  Law  or  German  appetite  shall  be 
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the  rule  in  matters  vitally  affecting  the  moral  welfare  and  civil  rights  of 
this  country.  Practical  “  anarchy”  is  one  thing ;  anarchical  and  revolution¬ 
ary  principles,  boldly  avowed,  are  a  novelty  among  us :  it  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  a  people  accustomed  to  respect  law  and  the  will  of  majorities 
will  succumb  to  them.  When  our  German  fellow-citizens  come  to  under¬ 
stand  that  all  the  liberty  an  American  citizen  has,  or  needs,  whether  native 
or  foreign-born,  is  the  power  to  do  whatever  may  be  beneficial  to  himself 
and  not  injurious  to  his  neighbor  nor  to  the  State,  they  will  cease  the  advo¬ 
cacy  of  principles  as  inconsistent  with  all  free  government  as  they  are  sub¬ 
versive  of  our  own. 

W e  would  commend  to  those  who  write  in  a  foreign  language,  of  consti¬ 
tutions  and  laws  they  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  studied,  the  expositions 
of  Marshall ,  Story ,  or  their  own  Prof.  Lieber.  They  will  find  the  latter,  in 
his  work  on  Civil  Liberty,  remarking :  “  The  great  mission  which  this 
country  has  to  perform,  with  reference  to  Europe,  requires  the  utter  divorce 
of  State  and  Church — not  Religion.”  Judge  Story  well  says:  “It  is 
impossible  for  those  who  believe  in  the  truth  of  Christianity,  as  a  divine 
revelation,  to  doubt  that  it  is  the  especial  duty  of  government  to  foster  and 
encourage  it  among  all  the  citizens  and  subjects.  This  is  a  point  wholly 
distinct  from  that  of  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  matters  of  religion, 
and  of  the  freedom  of  public  worship  according  to  the  dictates  of  one's 
own  conscience.”  Our  State  constitutions  recognize  this  principle — securing 
to  all  the  opportunity  for  unmolested  worship ;  but  not  warranting  the 
grossest  immoralities  under  the  plea  of  “  sacredness,”  or  on  the  score  of 
“  religious  freedom.” 

If  Christianity  be  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  the  land,  as  decided  by 
our  courts,  and  the  Common  Law  be  recognized  as  of  equal  authority  as 
our  Statutes,  may  not  practices  palpably  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  that 
law,  and  in  direct  conflict  with  the  opinions  and  usages  of  the  Christian 
community,  of  all  denominations,  be  restrained  ?  W e  are  not  less  but 
more  a  Christian  nation  that  we  have  and  wish  to  have  no  established 
church ;  and  that  deep  down  in  the  heart  of  the  people  the  conviction  lies 
that  “righteousness  exalteth  a  nation” — such  “righteousness”  as  is  insepa¬ 
rably  associated  with  the  holy  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  and  irreconcilably 
opposed  to  the  perversion  of  that  day  into  an  occasion  of  senseless  popular 
folly  and  dissipation.  The  significant  fact  that  in  all  the  discussions  which 
have  arisen  respecting  our  Sunday  Laws,  the  journals  opposed  to  the  Sab¬ 
bath  have  invariably  ignored  their  real  provisions  and  caricatured  their 
object — without  once  informing  their  readers  what  the  laws  are,  and  what 
the  practical  issues  have  been  under  them, — is  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  laws  as  they  are  and  as  they  are  executed  contain  no  oppressive  or 
unreasonable  provisions. 
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Of  our  Sunday  Laws  it  may  be  enough  to  say  that  they  have  existed, 
in  various  forms,  from  early  colonial  times,  and  from  the  foundation  of  our 
several  State  governments.  The  only  decision  against  their  constitution¬ 
ality  was  pronounced  by  a  California  judge,  whose  subsequent  acts  do  not 
add  special  weight  to  his  legal  opinions.  We  have  not  known  of  any 
serious  opposition  to  them,  excepting  from  parties  whose  interest  or  appe¬ 
tites  render  their  restraints  irksome.  Of  their  propriety  and  necessity  no 
reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained.  No  one,  we  suppose,  will  question 
the  right  of  the  Legislature  to  restrict  the  legal  term  of  daily  labor  to  ten 
hours ;  is  there  any  more  question  of  its  right  to  restrict  the  number  of 
working-davs  to  six  in  a  week  ?  The  right  to  restrain  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
eating  liquors  on  election  days  is  undisputed ;  may  not  the  same  right  be 
exercised  as  to  the  day  of  weekly  leisure  ?  Theatrical  exhibitions  and 
various  shows  can  only  be  publicly  given  under  a  formal  license  therefor  ; 
may  not  conditions  as  to  time  and  circumstances  be  inserted  in  their 
licenses?  The  Legislature  enacts  that  boys  under  fourteen  shall  attend 
no  theatrical  exhibition;  may  it  not  consistently  direct  that  those  exhibi¬ 
tions  shall  only  be  held  on  secular  days  ? 

As  to  the  adequacy  of  existing  statutes  to  the  suppression  of  the  specific 
evils  now  exposed,  it  is  not  our  province  to  determine.  It  is  clear  that 
none  of  them  contemplated  such  vast  organized  and  complicated  methods 
of  popular  corruption  as  have  come  into  vogue  ;  else  the  penalties  would 
have  been  more  proportioned  to  the  offence.  But  it  is  believed  that  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  designed  to  prevent  all  traffic 
on  Sunday,  especially  the  trade  in  intoxicating  liquors;  the  laws  against 
gambling  at  all  times,  and  the  general  authority  of  the  Police  Department 
“  to  prevent  crime,”  u  to  preserve  the  public  peace,”  “  to  protect  the  rights 
of  persons  and  property,  and  to  see  that  all  laws  relating  to  the  observance 
of  Sunday,  and  regarding  gambling  and  intemperance  are  properly 
enforced,’" — if  carried  out  with  firmness,  would  abate  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  evils  under  consideration. 

Or,  should  it  be  found  that  a  dangerous  and  demoralizing  system  has 
grown  up,  for  which  there  are  no  adequate  restraints, — because  no  Legis¬ 
lature  of  former  years  was  apprised  of  the  existence  of  such  flagrant, 
wrongs, — may  it  not  be  claimed  that  our  Legislators  shall  frame  and  enact 
such  statutes  as  the  exigency  demands  ?  Can  there  be  a  doubt  that  a  vig¬ 
orous  public  sentiment  would  sustain  the  execution  of  such  statutes  ? 

German  Sentiment  on  the  Sunday  Question. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  besides  the  almost  universal  conviction 
among  citizens  of  American  birth,  that  on  humane,  sanitary,  patriotic,  or 
religious  grounds  the  Christian  Sabbath  should  be  guarded  from  frivolous 
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or  demoralizing  uses;  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  immigrant  popula¬ 
tion,  and  especially  the  emigrants  from  Germany,  have  accepted  the  Amer¬ 
ican  views  on  this  question,  at  least  so  far  as  to  earnestly  reprobate  the  in¬ 
fidel  and  atheistic  notions  and  practices  of  a  later  and  looser  emigration. 
Thus,  the  leading  influences  in  the  Roman  Catholic  body  cannot  but  be 
hostile  to  a  system  as  irreligious  as  it  is  demoralizing.  The  Lutheran 
body  as  a  whole — by  far  the  largest  Protestant  German  sect — is  under¬ 
stood  to  repudiate  the  scandalous  system  which  falsely  pleads  the  name  of 
the  great  Reformer  of  Germany  as  a  cover  for  its  excesses.  The  German 
Reformed  Church — the  next  denomination  in  size  to  the  Lutheran — at  the 
last  meeting  of  its  General  Synod,  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  uttered  its  “  solemn 
testimony  against  the  movement  in  opposition  to  that  Christian  observance 
of  the  Lord’s  day  which  has  hitherto  distinguished  us  as  a  nation,  as  calcu¬ 
lated  not  only  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  our  free  institutions,  which 
rest  greatly  on  the  virtue  and  piety  of  the  people,  but  also  as  at  war  with 
the  physical,  mental,  and  moral  good  of  our  citizens.”  The  resolutions  em¬ 
bodying  this  testimony  were  passed  unanimously.  All  the  minor  German 
Christian  denominations  are  believed  to  occupy  a  similar  position. 

The  memorable  expression  of  popular  sentiment  among  the  Germans, 
made  at  the  recent  meeting  in  Cooper  Institute ,  (October  16,  1859,)  when 
fifteen  hundred  of  them  arose  from  their  seats  to  affirm  their  approval  of 
the  following  resolutions,  would  show  that  our  German  fellow-citizens  may 
be  largely  classed  among  the  friends  of  Sabbath  observance: 


Resolutions  of  1500  Germans  at  Cooper  Institute. 

11  Resolved,  That  we,  as  Germans,  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  perversion  of 
Sunday  from  a  day  of  rest  and  devotion  into  a  day  of  noisy  excitement  and  dis¬ 
sipation,  which  is  only  too  frequent  among  some  of  our  German  countrymen, 
and  brings  dishonor  on  the  German  name ;  and  that  we  request  our  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  by  no  means  to  charge  the  fault  of  many  upon  the  whole  people  and  upon 
Germany,  where  for  many  years  past  noble  efforts  are  successfully  making  to¬ 
wards  the  promotion  of  the  better  observance*  of  Sunday. 

u  Resolved ,  That  we  regard  the  strict  observance  of  Sunday  which  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  this  country  with  the  very  first  settlements  of  European  immigrants, 
and  has  ever  since  been  the  common  custom  of  the  land,  by  no  means  as  a  de¬ 
fect,  but  on  the  contrary  as  a  great  advantage  and  blessing  to  America,  and  we 
will  cheerfully  assist  in  keeping  it  up  and  handing  it  down  to  future  genera¬ 
tions. 

u  Resolved ,  That  in  the  Sabbath  Laws  of  this  country,  as  they  obtain  in  nearly 
every  State  of  our  great  republican  confederacy,  we  see  nothing  that  conflicts 
with  the  cherished  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
regard  them  as  one  of  the  strongest  guarantees  of  our  free  institutions ;  as  a 


